Sources on Torah reading by women

Torah reading by women? Part 1: Anyone can read!
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1. Who can read from the Torah for the community?
a. Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 136:1

On Shabbat, Yom Tov, and Yom Kippur, after the Levi we call up
Torah scholars who are appointed over the community; and, after
them, Torah scholars who are fit to be appointed over the
community [who can be asked a question in halakha in any area
and can respond]; and, after them, children of Torah scholars
whose fathers are appointed over the community; and after them,
the heads of synagogues, and the rest of the people.

b. Mishna Megilla 4:6

A child may read from the Torah and translate but may not recite
the blessings before the Shema, nor lead the congregation in
prayer nor recite the priestly blessing . . .

A blind person may recite the blessings before the Shema and
translate.

C. Meiri (1249 - 1310) on Mishna Megilla 4:6 (Bavli 24a)

A child may read from the Torah because the only purpose is to
make the people hear. This is not a commandment like those
others, about which it is written that individuals who are not obliged
to perform it themselves cannot perform it on behalf of the
congregation.

d. Jerusalem Talmud, Megilla 30a (4:2 in Leiden MS)

Rabbi Zeira said in the name of Rav Yirmiya that a slave counts
towards the seven [who read on Shabbat] and that "God spoke to
Moses" counted towards the three verses [that are minimally
required in an aliyya]

Rabbi Hama bar Ukva, in the name of Rabbi Yosi, son of Rabbi
Hanina, disagreed. "Isn't one forbidden to teach one's slave
Torah?". The disagreement can be resolved if he taught himself or if
his master taught him like Tavi.

e. Rosh (Rabbi Asher ben Yehiel, 1290 -1327) on Masechet
Brachot (7:20)

The fact that a child, a slave and a woman, who are not included in
the command to study Torah, nevertheless are included among the
seven [called up on Shabbat] is because the sefer Torah is to be
heard.

The blessing is not in vain because we doesn't say "who has
commanded us regarding words of Torah" but, instead, "who has
chosen us" and "who has given us". (quote from Rabenu Tam)

2. But a woman's reading infringes "k'vod ha-tzibur"

a. Talmud Bavli, Megilla 23a

Everyone counts towards the quorum of seven [called to read on
Shabbat], even a child and even a woman. But the sages said that
a woman should not read from the Torah because of "k'vod ha-
tzibur" - "respect for the public".
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b. Tosefta Megillah 3:5

On Yom Tov five, on Yom Kippur six, and on Shabbat seven. If they
wanted to add, they may not add, according to Rabbi Yishmael.

Rabbi Akiva says, on Yom Tov five, on Yom Kippur six, and on
Shabbat seven, and if they wanted to add, they may add.

Everyone counts towards the quorum of seven, even a woman,
even a child. We do not bring a woman to read in public.
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